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Correspondence leading to detail Large but widely scattered command Join Sherman at Gaylesville

Hearty welcome and carte blanche But little confidence in cavalry Conversations with Sherman Fit

out Kilpatrick for March to the Sea Cavalry expedition to Blue Mountain Join Thomas at Nashville.

The correspondence which led to my detail for the important work of reorganizing and commanding

Sherman scavalry is interesting. It gives a glimpse of the grim humor in which Sherman1 often, and

Grant sometimes,2 indulged. It also shows the flattering estimate in which those great soldiers held

me, as well as the unflattering estimate in which up to that time they held the western cavalry and its

leaders. I had just passed twenty-seven and had seen but six months service with cavalry in the

field, but I had been in the war from the beginning and was not lacking confidence or ambition. 1O.

E. Serial No. 79, p. 203. 16., p. 750.(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and don't
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I been reading civil war books, for going on 50 years. I been to all the battlefields and had a number

of family members in the war, some killed in action. I have to tell you, I learned more of what

happened behind closed doors in this set of two books, then all of my 50 years of reading. No two



ways about it. Major Gen. Wilson was a rat when he was a Jr. officer. He told who ever he worked

for, on their staff, everything that was being said by the Sr. officers and writes about it. Great insight

into the senior union officer corps. He was a West Pointer and looked down on officers who were

not. I can go on and on about these two books, just buy them. His reporting on just Antietam, is

worth the cost. The only person he protects is Lt. General Grant, but does talk about the officers

around him, tempting him to drink. He even writes about the Spanish American War, Teddy and his

ruff riders don't come off well. He puts Teddy where he belongs, fighting a war with his own press

corps along, to turn him into a hero. Might be the most honest civil books, I ever read. Don't buy just

one of the set, get them both.
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